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Gale Virtual Reference Library brings ten reference 
books into a single searchable resource. 

Books included in Gale Virtual Reference 
Library: 
Animal Sciences–examines animal ecology, 
development and behavior, and the connection between 
animals and humans 
Beacham's Guide to the Endangered Species of 
North America–extensive data on the habitats and 
ecosystems of more than 1,200 species identified as 
endangered or threatened by the U.S 

Cities of the World–cultural, geographic, and political 
conditions in 193 countries and their cities 
Encyclopedia of American Religions–contains 
general essays that historically trace the major religious 
families and traditions; directory listings include contact 
and descriptive information. 

Encyclopedia of Small Business–detailed articles to 
help small business owners, including financing, 
business plan creation, market analysis, sales strategy, 
tax planning, and human resource issues. 
Encyclopedia of World Biography–approximately 
7,000 biographies on notables from every part of the 
world and from all time periods. 

Gale Encyclopedia of Everyday Law–historical 
background of legal issues, profiles of various U.S. laws, 
details of state variations, and references to print and 
Web resources and relevant organizations. 

Gale Encyclopedia of Multicultural America–essays 
on specific culture groups in the U.S., emphasizing 
religions, holidays, customs, and languages; historical 
background and settlement patterns. 

Geo-Data: The World Geographical Encyclopedia–
physical geography of every nation and dependency: 
physical features, climate, and vegetation. A World 
Rankings appendix includes dozens of tables ranking 
major features of the Earth, such as largest rivers, tallest 
mountains, and deepest oceans. Includes a glossary of 
geographical and geological terms. 

Worldmark Encyclopedia of the Nations–information 
on 200 countries and dependencies of the world, from 
banking and securities to climate, from government data 
to demographic statistics. Also includes biographical 
essays on national leaders. 

Gale Virtual Reference Library tips: 
1. Enter any word or combination of words 

in the Search Box. If you enter more than 
one search term, the search will find 
articles that contain all of the terms you 
entered. Capitalization does not matter. 

2. Use double quotation marks to search an 
exact phrase— “natural selection”—but do 
not use this for personal names, since there 
may or may not be a middle name. Use the 
w operator instead: Richard w2 Nixon 
means “find Richard within two words of 
Nixon in that order.” 

3. Use the * symbol to stand in for various 
endings of a word: produc* will find 
produce, product, production, etc. 

4. To search one of the books in the 
collection, click on “View publications” 
beside a subject from the Basic Search 
page, click a book title, then click “Search 
this eBook.” 

5. To browse one of the books, select a book 
using the steps above, and click “eTable of 
Contents.”  

To connect to Gale Virtual Reference 
Library: 
1. On the World Wide Web, go to 

http://www.knoxcounty.org/library 

2. Click on the words “Reference Databases” 

3. Follow the links and instructions to access 
Gale Virtual Reference Library using your 
library card number 
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