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Oxford Reference Online brings together over 100
language and subject reference books into a single

searchable resource.

Subjects included in Oxford Reference
Center:

Art & architecture

Biological sciences

Classics

Computing

Earth & environmental sciences
Economics & business

English language

Food & drink

History

Law

Literature

Medicine

Military history

Mythology & folklore

Names & places

Performing arts

Physical sciences & mathematics
Politics & social sciences
Religion & philosophy

Science

Plus many bilingual and English dictionaries,
quotations dictionaries, an encyclopedia,
thesaurus, excellent Web site lists by subject,
and world maps (by country)

To connect to Oxford Reference
Center:

1. On the World Wide Web, go to
http://www.knoxcounty.org/library

2. Click on the words “Reference Databases”

3. Follow the links and instructions to access
Oxford Reference Center using your
library card number

Oxford Reference Online tips:

1.

Enter any word or combination of words in the
Search Box. If you enter more than one search
term, the search will find articles that contain all
of the terms you entered. Capitalization does not
matter.

Use double quotation marks to search an exact
phrase: “sight for sore eyes”

Use the * symbol to stand in for any part of a
word: organi*ation will find organization or
organisation.

You can start your searching or browsing from
within a particular subject or book. To search
within a subject, just click on a subject link from
the list of subjects in the Home page. Choose a
book from the Subject Home page to goto a
Book Home page and search within that book.
Once you are in a subject or book page, your
searching and browsing will be limited to that
subject or book area. To return to a global
search, click the Home link on the blue toolbar.

Search results can be re-ordered by category,
refined by subject, or widened. Widening a
search means taking your search to a deeper
level, retrieving more results at each level.
Searches are automatically widened until some
results are found, but you can click “Widen this
search” to obtain more entries.

In the article view, related entries are linked.
The Cross-reference button also helps you look
up information about something within the
article. Highlight a word or group of words, and
then click Cross-reference to search across the
whole database for that word or words.

The article view provides an e-mail link and
help citing the article in a bibliography.
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